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Urban  District  of  Hebden  Royd 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Holme  House,  Hebden  Bridge, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hebden  iRoyd 


Urban  District  CounciL 


Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
Urban  District  of  Hebden  Royd  for  the  year  ending  1941. 
The  delay  in  getting  this  finished  sooner  is  entirely  due  to 
war  conditions. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  2604,  dated  24th  March,  1942,  the  report 
has  been  curtailed,  and  is  an  interim  report. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year:  — 


/ 


Total  M.  F. 


Death-rate  per  1000 


Deaths 


170  89  81 


Civilian 

Population,  16.56, 


3 


Birth  Bate  (Eng.  & Wales) — 14.2  per  1000  civilian  pop’tion 
Still  Birth  Bate  ,,  0.51  ,, 

Beath  Bate  ,,  12.9  ,, 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Begistrar- General’s  Short  List. 

Rate  per  1000 

Deaths  Total  (live  & still)  Births 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  1 9.80 

No.  30  Other  Puerperal  Causes...  0 0.0 

Total  1 9.80 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age : — 

Legitimate  Total  6 Males  4 Females  2 

Illegitimate  Total  1 Males  1 Females  O' 


Death  Bate  of  Infants  under  I year  of  age  per  1000  live 
births : — 

Legitimate  65,  Illegitimate  142,  All  Infants  70. 

Death  Bate  Infants  under  I year  per  1000  live  births : — 


England  and  Wales 


59 


Deaths  from  Diphtheria  

,,  iVleasles  (all  ages)  

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages;  

,,  DiarrhcEa  (under  2 years  of  age) 

,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  

,,  Heart  Disease  (all  ages)  

,,  Influenza  

,,  Suicide  

,,  Bead  Traffic  Accidents  


0 

0 

0 

1 

20 

40 

2 

3 

0 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICEBS  OF  LOCAL  AUTHOBITA 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a part-time  officer, 
who  also  acts  as  Public  Vaccinator  and  District  M.O.  under 
the  Poor  Law  Act  for  part  of  the  district. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  a wdiole-time  officer;  and  other 
Public  Health  Officers,  such  as  Veterinary  Surgeons,  Public 
Analysts,  etc.,  come  under  the  control  of  the  West  Biding 
County  Council. 


_ 4 

PEOFESSIONAL  NUESING  IN  THE  HOME. 


This  is  principally  carried  out  by  three  District 
Nurses,  two  attached  to  the  Hebden  Bridge  District  Nursing 
Institution  and  one  to  the  Mytholmroyd  and  District  Nurs- 
ing Institution.  These  Nurses  are  qualified  both  in  General 
and  Maternity  Nursing.  They  attend  confinements  at  a 
small  fixed  fee.  Their  work  is  highly  appreciated,  and  their 
services  are  always  much  in  demand. 

These  District  Nursing  Institutions  are  managed  very 
successfully  by  local  Committees  and  are  supported  princi- 
pally by  voluntary  contributions.  The  Institutions  receive 
a subsidy  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  towards  the  cost  of 
running  the  Maternity  service.  They  have  no  connection 
with  the  Local  Authority.  Midwives:  The  three  District 
Nurses  referred  to  are  the  only  practising  midwives  in  the 
area. 

There'  was  no  change  in  these  arrangements  during 
the  year. 


LABOEATOEY  FACILITIES. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations  are 
carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Wakefield. 
Autogenous  vaccines  and  sera  are  supplied  free  of  charge 
to  local  medical  men  requiring  same. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  and  immunising  serum  are  sup- 
plied to  any  medical  practitioner  requiring  them  for  use  in 
their  practice.  Immunisations  against  diphtheria  are  car- 
ried out  at  local  School  centres  or  by  doctors  engaged  in 
private  practice,  free  of  charge.  The  cost  of  such  treatment 
is  met  by  the  County  Council  Public  Health  Authorities. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Infectious  cases  are  removed  by  an  Ambulance 
from  the  Fever  Hospital.  Non-infectious  and  Acci- 
dent cases  are  removed  by  an  Ambulance  jointly 
owned  by  Hebden  Eoyd  Urban  Council  and  Hepton 
Eural  Council.  Both  these  Ambulances  are  of  the 
modern  motor  type,,  and  with  regard  to  the  Accident  Ambu- 
lance, patients  are  called  upon  to  pay  a nominal  amount 
on  each  occasion  when  the  same  is  used.  The  Axnbulance 


services  in  this  area  are  quite  adequate.  Subscribers  to 
the  Halifax  Infirmary  are  entitled  to  free  use  of  the  Coun- 
cil’s Ambulance. 

There  was  no  change  during  the  year. 


CLINICS  AND  TEEATMENT  CENTEES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  established 
at  both  Hebden  Bridge  and  Mytholmroyd.  An  Afternoon 
Clinic  is  held  at  both  centres  each  Wednesday  for  mothers 
and  babies,  under  the  supervision  of  a doctor  and  nurses. 
An  additional  Clinic  is  held  in  Hebden  Bridge  on  Thursdays 
at  2-0  p.m.  for  evacuees.  These  Clinics  are  well  attended, 
showins’  a considerablv  increased  attendance  in  recent 
years.  Morning  School  Clinics  are  held  twice  weekly  at 
Hebden  Bridge  Centre,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Health 
Nurse.  Ante-natal  Clinics  are  held  bi-monthly  at  Hebden 
Bridge,  under  the  supervision  of  a Lady  Doctor.  They  are 
held  on  the  second  and  last  Friday  of  each  month  at  1-30 
p.m.,  and  are  very  well  attended.  At  Mytholmroyd  the 
ante-natal  clinic  is  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  each  month 
at  2 p.m. 


Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  are  held  weekly  at  both 
Todmorden  and  Sowerby  Bridge. 


The  nearest  treatment  centre  for  venereal  diseases  ia 
at  the  Eoyal  Halifax  Infirmary. 


The  Clinics  referred  to  are  under  the  control  of  the 
West  Eiding  County  Council. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  County  Council 
whereby  pre-school  and  school  children  can  be  immunised 
free  of  charge  either  at  suitable  centres  or  at  the  schools  or 
by  their  own  medical  attendant. 

The  “ Wellcome  Diphtheria  Prophylactic  A.P,T.  is 
used  for  inoculation,  and  two  injections  are  given  at  monthly 
intervals.  The  results  so  far  as  I can  ascertain  have  been 
excellent.  . 


— 6 — 

PBEVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTEOL  OVEK 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  the  district  was  comparatively  free 
from  the  more  serious  types  of  infectious  disease,  six  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  and  two  of  Diphtheria  being  notified,  but 
throughout  the  area  there  was  some  incidence  of  minor 
sickness.  There  were  epidemics  of  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough  and  Chicken  Pox,  lasting  from  January  to  May;  110 
cases  of  Measles  and  35  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were 
notified  during  that  period.  The  children  recently 
evacuated  to  the  district  were  the  main  sufferers.  Again 
at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  further  outbreaks  of 
Chicken  Pox  and  Mumps,  and  Whooping  Cough,  with  some 
cases  of  German  Measles.  Scabies  was  prevalent  in  the 
area,  not  only  amongst  evacuees  but  also  amongst  the  resi- 
dents, and  was  very  difficult  to  deal  with,  due  to  repeated 
recurrence  in  those  affected.  Arrangements  were  made 
with  local  hospitals  for  dealing  with  cases.  Impetigo 
was  very  prevalent  also. 


Of  the  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  neither  case  had 
been  previously  immunised  against  Diphtheria.  During  the 
year  the  Council  in  conjunction  with  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  the  West  Hiding  Public  Health  Department’s  campaign 
against  Diphtheria,  have  urged  the  importance  of  immunisa- 
tion, through  the  local  Press  and  Cinema.  The  results  so 
far  have  been  unsatisfactory,  only  25  per  cent,  of  the  under 
hves  and  55  per  cent,  of  the  over  fives  having  received  a 
full  course  of  immunisation  at  the  end  of  1941. 


There  were  no  cases  of  Anthrax,  Psittacosis,  Epidemic 
Jaundice,  or  Undulant  Fever. 


In  my  opinion  every  child  immunised  should  be  Shick 
tested. 


I do  not  know  of  any  use  of  the  Shick  and  Dick  Tests 
in  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  having  been  made.  No 
local  action  was  taken  in  regard  to  the  use  of  Measles  Serum 


for  prophylaxis  or  attenuation. 
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EVACUATION. 

In  connection  with  evacuation  and  in  co-operation  with 
the  adjoining  authorities  of  Hepton  Eural,  Sowerby  Bridge 
and  Eipponden,  the  following  institutions  have  been 
established : — 


Burnside,  Wadsworth — Sick  Bay,  Eneurisis,  Minor 
Ailments  (Hepton  Eural  District  Council). 

Heath  House,  Hebden  Bridge — Difficult  Children 
(Hebden  Eoyd  Urban  District  Council). 

Milner  Eoyd,  Sowerby  Bridge — Skin  Diseases,  Scabies 
and  Impetigo  (Sowerby  Bridge  U.D.  Council). 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1941. 


Disease. 


Smallpox  0 

Scarlet  Fever  6 

Diphtheria  2 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid)  0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 

Pneumonia  2 

Erysipelas  5 

Whooping  Cough  , 43 

Measles  115 


Total  Cases 
cases  admitted 
notified.  To  hospital 

0 


6 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

4 


Total 

Deaths. 

. 0 

, 0 
, 0 
, 0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Disease. 

Age  Periods. 

0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

or  over 

Scarlet  Fever 

DiDhtheria  .... 

.... 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

Pn#‘iimnni?i 

1 

1 

2 

Krv^inpl;^  <; 

2 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Smallnn’y 

1 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

Q 

41 

on 

52 

on 

18 

1 

1 

PEEVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  176. — No  action  taken. 


OPHTHALAIIA  NEONATOEUM. 
No  cases. 


TUBEECIILOSIS, 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1941. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulm< 

jnary. 

No 

Pulm 

n- 

Duary. 

Pulmonary. 

1 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

IM 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

... 

r • « 

- 

1 

• * 

. . 

1 

. , . 

. . 

. . . 

5 

1 

10 

. • 

. . 

, , * 

. . . 

15 

. . . 

» • • 

1 

V . . 

1 

20 

. • 

1 

1 

25 

1 

... 

... 

35  

. . . 

... 

. . . 

45  

. . . 

... 

• • s 

55  

1 

, . 

. * 

9 

. • • 

... 

65  and  upwards 

, ■ • 

Tol.als  ... 

0 

2 

0 

5 

. 2 

2 

0 

i 

There  were  5 deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  vear 
1941,  and  two  of  these  cases  were  not  previously  notified 
lo'  me. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PEEVENTION  OF 
TUBEECULOSIS)  EEGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  was  deemed  necessary  to  be  taken  under 
these  Eesfulations. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  SECTION  172. 


No  action  found  necessary. 

This,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,  concludes  my 
report  on  the  health  of  your  district  for  the  year  1941. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Joseph  Dowdall,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Hebden  Royd  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Year  ending  December  31. st,  1941. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hebden  Boyd 

Urban  District  Council. 

Sir  and  Members, — 

I beg  to  submit  my  5th  Annual  Keport  as  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  the  Hebden  Eoyd  Urban  District,  in  which  you 
will  find  a brief  review  of  the  work  of  this  department,  and 
the  sanitary  conditions  in  the  area  for  the  year  1941. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
2604,  dated  the  24th  March,  1942,  much  of  the  detailed 
information  has  been  omitted,  and  only  new  matters  which 
have  arisen  during  the  period  have  been  included. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Chairman  and  Alembers  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  the 
Aledical  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  assistance  rendered  to 
me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 

I remain,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOAIAS  FEATHER, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SANITAEY  CIKCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AEEA. 


Water  Supplies. 

(a)  Councirs  Water  Supply. 

The  water  supplies  administered  by  the  Council  have 
during  the  year  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

(b)  Private  Water  Supplies. 

Samples  of  water  for  bacterial  examination  have  been 
taken  from  the  Birchclilfe  private  supply,  which  supplies  a 
large  number  of  houses  in  the  centre  of  Hebden  Bridge,  and 
the  results  were  very  satisfactory. 

Several  other  small  private  supplies  have  been  tested 
and  the  results  have  been  satisfactory. 

There  have  been  a few  complaints  about  shortage  of 
water,  which  upon  inspection  have  been  found  to  be  owing 
to  the  pipes  being  blocked  up,  and  these  have  now  been 
remedied. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  have  been  no  extensions  to  the  drainage  scheme 
or  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  during  1941. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  work  of  public  cleansing,  refuse  disposal,  and 
salvage  collection  was  carried  out  during  the  vear  at  a cost 
of  £3045. 

The  question  of  salvaging  has  been  well  to  the  front 
during  the  year,  and  the  following  goods  have  been  collected 


nd  sold 

durin 

o-  the  vear  : — 

O i. 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

. Qrs.  Lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

131 

19 

1 19 

Paper  

..  658 

3 

11 

18 

11 

3 27 

Eags,  etc 

..  102 

7 

0 

32 

13 

2 0 

Loose  Tins  . . . . 

..  26 

3 

7 

10 

6 

1 0 

Scrap  Iron  — 

..  28 

15 

9 

0 

17 

0 0 

Other  Metals  . 

..  20 

6 

11 

1 

11 

3 0 

Bones  

3 

19 

2 

130 

doz. 

Bottles  Si.  Jars  . 

2 

18 

4 

C842  14  8 
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Housing. 

The  work  of  repairs  to  houses  under  the  Housing  Act 
has  now  almost  been  brought  to  a standstill  owing  to  the 
war,  and  all  the  available  housing  accommodation  has  been 
brought  into  use,  with  the  influx  of  evacuees  into  the  area. 

No  new  houses  have  been  built  during  1941. 

FOOD. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  have  been  57  samples  of  milk  taken  for  submis- 
sion to  the  sediment  test,  and  thev  were  found  to  be  satis- 

t/ 

factory  with  the  exception  of  two.  These  farmer’s  attention 
were  called  to  the  matter,  and  further  samples  were  taken 
which  proved  to  be  very  good. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  of  any  outbreak  of  disease 
due  to  the  consumption  of  milk. 

Improvements  have  been  made  to  a few  cowsheds  and 
dairies  during  the  year,  but  there  is  still  much  to  be  desired 
at  some  of  the  smaller  farms. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Under  the  centralised  slaughter-house  scheme  the 
Government  has  established  a slaughter-house  at  Fairfield, 
Hebden  Bridge,  and  this  serves  the  Borough  of  Todmorden, 
Hepton  Eural  District,  and  Hebden  Eoyd  Urban  District. 
The  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  these  three  authorities  co-operate 
in  the  meat  inspection  at  this  slaughter-house,  and  so  ensure 
that  all  meat  sold  in  the  districts  has  been  inspected. 

From  the  public  health  point  of  view  the  system  has 
been  a great  improvement,  as  it  is  possible  to  secure  100 
per  cent,  inspection. 

No.  of  carcases  inspected  that  have  been  killed  at  the 
Government  slaughter-house — 6753. 

Total  weight  condemned,  approximately — 4630  lbs. 

There  is  no  scheme  in  force  in  this  district  for  meat 
marketing. 

Other  Foods. 

There  has  been  a large  amount  of  tinned  food  inspected, 
and  this  has  resulted  in  a small  number  of  tins  being  found 
in  an  unfit  state,  owing  to  being  blown,  and  in  some  cases 
damaged  in  transit. 
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